Advances in Diagnosis and Management of Cutaneous
Adverse Drug Reactions is a superb, comprehensive, and clinically useful book on cutaneous drug reactions. The stated purpose of this book is to update clinicians who are faced with the patient with a suspected drug-related rash. The book accomplishes that purpose and much more.
The text engaged me, even with an early chapter that explains the mechanism of each kind of drug reaction. It makes clinically practical points explaining why certain treatments work and others do not, and explains why certain genetic associations and various drug reactions occur. The chapter on pharmacogenomics is excellent and, again, has great clinical utility; it is followed by very useful chapters on Stevens-Johnson syndrome/toxic epidermal necrolysis (SJS/ TEN), DReSS syndrome (drug reaction with eosinophilia and systemic symptoms), acute generalized exanthematous pustulosis (AGEP), and urticarial reactions to drugs. The chapter on SJS/TEN provides precise instructions on how to manage patients with this life-threatening condition and also has a useful table of both the top ten culprit drugs and common drugs not specifically associated with SJS/TEN. Specific chapters are devoted to dermatologic reactions to cancer therapies, anti-HIV therapies, and anti-tuberculosis therapies. The chapter on dermatologic adverse reactions to cancer drugs has very useful tables on the types of reactions that occur and on the management of those reactions. There are also chapters on adverse reactions to drugs in pediatric populations and in the elderly.
The closing chapters include in vitro and in vivo tests for adverse cutaneous reactions, histology of adverse cutaneous reactions, and, most importantly, a practical approach to the diagnosis and management of patients with cutaneous adverse drug reactions. This is a clinically practical book I am sure I will turn to when faced with a possible drug reaction and especially severe cutaneous reactions. This is one of those books I'll have both in my office and at home because that's where it will be most useful. Don't wait for a drug reaction to happen.
Advances in Diagnosis and Management of Cutaneous Adverse Drug
Reactions should be in every medical library and on every practicing dermatologist's shelf.
